IN perusing the records of recent years I find that very little has been said relating to the history of this Section or to the origin of the Society from which it sprang, and I have been told that the younger members of the profession are very imperfectly acquainted with the facts concerning the early days of dentistry and the difficulties which our predecessors had to face.
For my own part, I find it a source of great satisfaction to look back over the pages of the last eighty years to the time when the first steps were taken to organize our profession, and to observe the progress that has been accomplished in the interval, for from these early beginnings can be traced the present position and condition of dental surgery in this country, and its close relationship to medicine. Moreover, I am convinced that a retrospect is of value, because the history of the past shows the difficulties, as well as the mistakes, with which others have had to deal, and hope and inspiration for the work lying before us, will ensue. It has been very truly said by one of my predecessors in this Chair, that "the history of the Odontological Society is the history of the emancipation of dental surgery."
Less than a century ago the dental profession could not be said to exist, for the practice of dentistry had no status as such, and it was in a very deplorable condition.
No defined course of training was required from those who desired to practise, and most of this work was consigned to uneducated men, such as the barber, the village blacksmith or to men like " Thomas Smith, glazier, let Blood and Draw Teeth Tea Kittels & Potts Buckets Lantrens Cups to be Handled Heare," whose dreadful sign was presented to the Odontological Society as a gruesome relic of bygone days.
Although the profession did possess a few men with special knowledge of its art and science, and some who were qualified medical men, a very small proportion of those in practice made any attempt to uphold its dignity as a profession. Even members of the Royal College of Surgeons who described themselves as consulting dentists were not above issuing pamphlets advertising their skill.
It was John Hunter who, in this country, first drew special attention to dentistry as an important branch of surgical practice. The beginning, however, of organized effort to improve the status and the aims of dentistry in this country must be attributed to George Waite, a member of the Royal College of Surgeons, who, in 1841, issued " An appeal to the Parliament, the Medical Profession, and the Public, on the present state of Dental Surgery." He was a dentist of repute, both in this country and abroad; and Parmley, a well-known American dentist of that period, spoke in glowing terms of his beautiful gold fillings, the like of which he had not before seen.
George Waite urged the necessity of recognizing dentistry as a legitimate branch of medicine, and he suggested that the College of Surgeons should nominate a Board from the dental members of the College, which might issue diplomas to those dentists who showed competence at an examination. This appeal voiced a desire for reform which was felt very strongly amongst some of the most eminent practitioners of dentistry, but there was not enough enthusiasm amongst them to secure any organized effort, and nearly twenty years passed before this reform was achieved. During the following year (1842), James Robinson, who, at a later period, took a leading part in the formation of the College of Dentists, and also in the foundation of the National Dental Hospital (1861), endeavoured to form a Dental Society, but the scheme was abandoned.
On March 4, 1843, whilst a Bill affecting the medical profession was before Parliament, a meeting was called at the house of Arnold Rogers, in Regent Street, to consider the claims of dentists. Messrs. Robert Nasmyth, John Tomes, Edwin Saunders, Charles Stokes, George Parkinson and Dominique Morrell attended, and Arnold Rogers occupied the Chair. It was decided at this meeting to inquire of the President of the Royal College of Surgeons of England whether the Bill before Parliament had any reference to dental practice, and, if not, whether it could be so amended as to include dentists in its provisions.
The President of the Royal College of Surgeons (Anthony White) was interviewed, but he was not very encouraging, either in his remarks or in his reply to the deputation, and he described as "seceders" those members of the College who practised dentistry exclusively.
Thomas Bell, the dental surgeon to Guy's Hospital, and a Fellow of the Royal Society, who had some influence at the Royal College of Surgeons, and whose scientific writings placed him in a position of responsibility, held aloof; for he insisted that every dental practitioner should become medically qualified.
Further meetings were held and petitions were presented both to the President and Council of the Royal College of Surgeons and to the Secretary of State for the Home Department, who had charge of the Medical Bill. But, in spite of several valiant efforts by those high-minded practitioners, for more than ten years little was accomplished towards redeeming dentistry from its unsatisfactory position.
Failing in his effort to form a dental society, James Robinson, in 1843, started the first periodical published in Europe which was devoted exclusively to dental surgery. It was entitled The Quarterly Journal of Dental Science. This journal had a very short life. It was followed by another publication called The Forceps, which lasted from 1844 to 1845.
In 1847 John Tomes (as he was then) completed the publication in the Medical Gazette of his lectures on "Dental Physiology and Surgery," which had been delivered at the Middlesex Hospital Medical School in the year 1845, and this work was perhaps the most important matter that affected the profession for the next few years. Sir John Tomes was a man of extraordinary ability and energy; revered throughout the world wherever dentistry was practised, he was the guiding spirit that inspired the dental reforms of the last century. The members of the Odontological Society elected him as their president in 1862 and again in 1875. He died in 1895.
On August 25, 1855, there came from Samuel Lee Rymer, then a young man of courage, skill, and zeal, a letter which was published in the pages of The Lancet. He described the subversive conditions under which dentistry was commonly practised, and appealed for the foundation of an independent " College of Dental Surgery."
The letter created a fresh interest in dental reform, and, after using the columns of The British Journal of Dental Science to carry on his propaganda, Rymer called a meeting at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, E.C., on September 22, 1856, to consider what should be done. This was an important date in the history of British dentistry, for it was the first occasion on which all members of the profession had been invited to meet together, and about two hundred dentists attended. Resolutions were passed calling for the organization of a dental society and the establishment of some system of professional education and examination. A committee was then appointed to carry these resolutions into effect.
In the meantime, the gentlemen who first approached the Roval College of Surgeons with a memorial in 1843 had not been indolent, and in November, 1855, a meeting was convened for the purpose of founding a society on an equality with other learned societies.
Whilst this question was under consideration, it was decided to memorialize the Royal College of Surgeons once more on the necessity of establishing a recognized dental qualification. In this second memorial it was urged that some special qualification in dentistry was required. Although a few of those who practised dentistry had obtained medical qualifications, the memorialists explained that a strictly medical or surgical degree could not, in itself, prove that the possessor was familiar with the practice of dental surgery. They petitioned for a course of education, to be followed by an examination, in the department of den -1 surgery, on similar lines to that of midw fery.
This second memorial was signed by eighteen of the leading dental practitioners of that day, and it was presented to the President and Council of the Royal College of Surgeons on December 11, 1855. Whilst the matter was in abeyance the memorial sts met at the house of Samuel Cartwright, Sen., 32, Old Burlington Street, on October 27, 1856, and again on November 10, 1856, when they duly constituted themselves " The Odontological Society of London," a society for the encouragement of a knowledge of dental surgery.
The by-laws were founded upon those of the Pathological and other learned societies.
The following officers were appointed:-
Vice-Presidents: John H. Parkinson; Arnold Rogers.
Treasurer: Edwin Saunders.
Hon. Secretaries: Samuel Cartwright, Jun.; John Tomes; Thomas A. Rogers.
The meetings were fixed for the first Monday in each month, excepting September and October. The entrance fee was £10 10s., and the annual subscription, £1 Is. The emblem chosen for the Society was the profile of John Hunter, encircled by a garter bearing the inscription " Odontological Society" (fig. 6 , p. 10).
Thus, a struggle had been in progress during the year 1856 between the memorialists (as they were called), who continued their methods of privacy, and the party led by Samuel Lee Rymer, which invited the co-operation of all those who were
practising dental surgery in the country, and which wa-s in favour of establishing an independent college that should grant its own diploma.
The fact that some of those who were amongst the most influential members of the profession did not act in unison with the great bulk of practitioners led to resentment. These feelings were accentuated when, at the second meeting for the organization of the profession on Tuesday, November 11, 1866, it was discovered that the Odontological Society had been constituted on the previo'us day.
On Monday, January 5, 1857, a small number, less than fifty members, assembled in a room at 32A, George Street, Hanover Square, W., to listen to the inaugural address of Samuel Cartwright, Sen., the first president of the Odontological Society of London (as it then was called). Samuel Cartwright held nao medical qualification, neither had he any dental diploma, as these were days before the Licentiateship in Dental Surgery was instituted, but he possessed the higher distinction of being a Fellow of the Royal Society.
In the course of an able and eloquent address, he reviewed the position and prospects of dental surgery and spoke strongly in favour of a liberal education and of the importance of maintaining a close connexion between dental and general surgery. He declared that the professions were too closely allied to be separated, and that a voluntary separation from the College of Surgeons would be disastrous to the best interests of the speciality. After the meeting the members adjourned to the house of Edwin Saunders, at 13A, George Street, Hanover Square, for a conversazione.
From these small beginnings the Odontological Society began to enrol the best and most distinguished members of the dental profession.
One of the first of the practitioners from the provinces invited to become a member was J. R. Mummery, then living at Castle Street, Dover. He was the Before the end of the first year the Society had added to its supporters some forty to fifty members, and had reached a total of ninety-one. In 1858 the number was 174. Thenceforward the Society gradually increased its influence, not only in the profession but also among the members of other learned societies.
Two items of interest in connexion with the early years of the Odontological Society may be noted. One was the engraving of a diploma for presentation to the honorary members of the Society, and the other was the share taken by the Society in the memorial to John Hunter, which was erected over the grave at Westminster Abbey after his body had been re-interred there. A sum of £50 was contributed by the Society towards this memorial. Both these events occurred during the year 1859.
In the meantime, and as a result of the meetings called by Samuel Rymer, " The College of Dentists in England" had been founded under the presidency of James Robinson, with Charles James Fox, Alfred Hill, and Samuel Lee Rymer as honorary secretaries.
The inaugural meeting of the College was held at the Hanover Square Rooms on February 14, 1857, about five weeks after the first general meeting of the Odontological Society. To that meeting members of the Odontological Society were invited, and cards of invitation were sent to S. Cartwright, Jun., one of the hon. secretaries, for distribution amongst the members. But Cartwright returned the cards stating that the secretaries had not been authorized to issue them. This appears to have been done without consulting the Odontological President or Council, and naturally it caused some resentment amongst the members of the College of Dentists in England. It would not be profitable to go into the various events and the somewhat acrimonious discussions which followed between these two parties. But this at least can be said: both quite sincerely believed that they were working for tbe best possible results; both parties were quite earnest and held the future of our profession at heart. It is enough that the dreams of these pioneers have come true.
Although the Royal College of Surgeons had been petitioned thrice before the end of 1856, they sent no official reply, and in February, 1857, it was decided to appeal once again to the President and Council. It was not that tbe College authorities were entirely unsympathetic with the aspirations and ideals of the memorialists, although a large proportion of dental practitioners thought otherwise, and this view bas been suggested by Alfred Hill in his "Reform in the Dental Profession." In the early stages, no doubt, some members of the Council of the Royal College felt reluctant to take upon themselves the responsibility for a speciality which at that time was of small repute and little appreciated, and for the acquirement of which no recognized educational system existed. The real difficulty, however, was explained in a reply dated March 13, 1857, from Edmond Belfour, the secretary. It was that the Council of the College of Surgeons had not the power to institute a special examination in dental surgery without the authority of a supplemental charter; and the Council thought it would be better if the Odontological Society made a direct appeal to Parliament to be placed, either independently, or in connexion with the College, under the supervision of the General Council proposed in a Bill which was being promoted by the various medical corporations.
The correspondence between the Odontological Society and the Royal College of Surgeons continued. The Odontological Society undertook to draw up a curriculum suitable for a licence in dental surgery. The Society disagreed with the suggestion of the Royal College that the examination of practitioners of dental surgery should be the same as that required for membership of the College, because that meant that a dentist would be obliged to spend longer over his education than the medical practitioner. They suggested a course of education extending over four to five years, and an examination which was not to be inferior to that of medicine. It was to be different in kind but not in degree. In order to carry out the special training necessary for a dental practitioner, some new provision had to be made, and so the Council of the Society appointed a committee for the organization of a dental hospital and a school of dental surgery. This organization involved a large amount of energy, and some of the members of the committee were indefatigable in their efforts. After a few months' strenuous work the Dental Hospital and London School of Dentistry was opened in Soho Square, on November 1, 1858. The building chosen for the purpose was No. 32, a quiet house in the south-west corner of the Square. Here the work of the first dental hospital of London was begun, and carried on for nearly sixteen years. The house stands there to-day, having suffered little alteration to its frontage during the last hundred years.
Formerly the house was occupied by Sir Joseph Banks (1744-1820), the great naturalist and President of the Royal Society. Now it is in the hands of an antique furniture dealer.
The Odontological Society, which had held its general meetings from the outset in the rooms of the Medical Society of London, at 32A, George Street, hereafter made the new Dental Hospital its headquarters, and the first meeting was held in Soho Square on January 8, 1859, just two years after its inaugural meeting. The drawing up of a curriculum for the training of dental surgeons and the founding of the first dental hospital in this country were not the only matters of importance to the profession which were undertaken by the Odontological Society during the year 1858. For the Medical Profession Bill, which had been introduced to Parliament in 1857 but withdrawn at the end of the session, passed through all its stages and became law in the summer of 1858, and the Society worked hard to obtain the inclusion of a clause to enable the Royal College of Surgeons of England to carry out the wishes of the memorialists.
Thus, with a suitable curriculum and a dental hospital and school in which to train students, the College of Surgeons was appealed to once more, and this time the appeal was successful, for on September 8, 1859, an amended charter was granted to the Royal College of Surgeons of England in the terms of the following clause: "It shall, notwithstanding anything herein contained, be lawful for Her Majesty by Charter, to grant to the Royal College of Surgeons of England power to institute and hold examinations for the purpose of testing the fitness of persons to practise as Dentists who may be desirous of being so examined and to grant certificates of such fitness."
This clause was added to the Amending Bill, and it may be considered, therefore, the Dental Surgeon's first Charter.
On March 13, 14, and 20, 1860, the first examination for the Licentiateship in Dental Surgery was held, and forty-three gentlemen obtained the Diploma. The Examiners appointed by the College of Surgeons were Messrs. Arnott and Lawrence for the general subjects, and Messrs. Thomas Bell, Arnold Rogers and John Tomes for the dental subjects.
The next important stage in the history of the Odontological Society waS itS union with the College of Dentists, which occurred on May 4, 1863. Within a year after the formation of the College of Dentists an attempt was made to bring the two organizations together. Thomas Underwood, the grandfather of our esteemed Hon. Secretary, who at that time was a prominent member of the College of Dentists, worked hard to achieve this result. He met John Tomes, and together they drew up an agreement which would have led to an amalgamation in 1858.
This draft agreement was supported by many of the most able and influential members of the College of Dentists, of whom James Robinson and Robert Hepburn were chief. But the antagonisms which had arisen earlier prevented this first attempt from reaching a successful issue, and when a vote was taken at a general meeting of the College a small majority decided against the union. After this the College of Dentists lost ground, for Thomas Underwood and many other members of the College joined the Odontological Society and threw their influence into what had been formerly the smaller body.
After this unsuccessful attempt to settle the difference of the two parties, the College of Dentists adhered to its original intention of conducting its own teaching and granting its own diploma. So the Metropolitan School of Dental Science was formally opened at 5, Cavendish Square, on October 5, 1859. Stimulated by the action of the Odontological Society, and mainly through the influence and energies of James Robinson, the National Dental Hospital was opened in November, 1861.
There were at this time two contending parties, each possessing a School and a Hospital. Each published Transactions in its own Journal. But the action of the College of Dentists at its General Meeting of January, 1858, in refusing to join hands with the Odontological Society, led to the secession of some of the College's most notable supporters, and Samuel Rymer's party discovered that it was losing ground, whilst the Odontological Society was gaining all the time. And so, in December, 1862, after an independent existence of just five years, they approached the Odontological Society, and after formal dissolution on April 6, 1863, the majority of the members joined the Society which thenceforward was known as:
THE ODONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN.
The College handed over its library, museum, furniture and such small funds as ,were available after the winding up. Thus, in May, 1863, the College of Dentists ceased to be, and the rivalry between these two contesting parties of the profession came to an end.
The political work of the Odontological Society, however, did not end with the establishment of a dental diploma and the amalgamation with the College of Dentists. For, whilst the Charter had given the Royal College of Surgeons power to examine and grant a Dental Diploma it did not provide for the registration of the L.D.S.
For some years the Society agitated for this further recognition, but it was not until the passing of the Dentists Act of 1878 that registration was granted.
After the Dental Reform Association had been established as a separate organization by leading members of the Odontological Society in 1876, the British Dental Association undertook the political propaganda and left the Odontological Society free to devote all its energies to scientific work.
When the Dental Hospital of London, finding that the house in Soho Square was becoming too small, moved to larger premises at 40, Leicester Square, in 1874, the Odontological Society moved also, and it found in the new building much better accommodation for its library and museum, as well as a more suitable meetingroom.
Twenty-five years later the Royal Dental Hospital of London needed further accommodation, and new premises at the corner of Leicester Square were erected. Then it was that the Odontological Society severed its ties with the hospital and moved into the premises of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society, 20, Hanover Square, W.
The number of members increased year by year, until in 1906 the total had reached 416. Its position amongst other medical and scientific societies was enhanced, and it contained distinguished names such as thoso of Professors Owen, Huxley and Flower, on its roll of members.
About twenty years ago, whilst steps were being taken to bring about a union of the various medical societies in London, the Odontological Society of Great Britain was invited to join, and, as you all know, after deliberations extending over about two years, the Royal Society of Medicine was formed, and the Odontological Society became the Odontological Section of that union of medical societies. In this union are enjoyed many opportunities which could not have been offered by a smaller society to its members. This Section also possesses special privileges, which were granted solely because of the library, the museum, and the substantial funds brought into the union.
The library has become a part of the largest medical library in the British Empire. The museum was removed to the Royal College of Surgeons in 1909, where it is now housed for us and forms another link in our association with that body.
Thus I have endeavoured to show what an important part the Odontological Society has played in the early history of our profession. It was the first society of dental practitioners formed in this country. It drew up the curriculum which has formed the basis of education for the dental surgeon ever since. The Odontological Society was mainly instrumental in founding the first Dental Hospital in this country. Its persistent appeals led to the establishment of the L.D.S. diploma of the Royal College of Surgeons, and some of its leaders took an active part in the drafting of the Dentists Act of 1878, and afterwards they laid the foundations for the establishment of the British Dental Association.
In conclusion there is one other matter to which I should like to call special attention.
Up to the time that the Odontological Society became a Section of the Royal Society of Medicine the membership had been steadily increasing, and, as already stated, in 1906, the year before the amalgamation was completed, the total had reached 416. Since that date, in spite of the fact that there have been year by year a larger number of dental practitioners eligible, our membership has gradually decreased.
In 1920 it had dropped to 313 and to-day it is less than 300. Instead of gaining in strength, it has lost. This makes one pause, and wonder whether, because some of our independence has gone, we have also lost some of our individuality, ideals, and enthusiasm. Let me urge the Members to seek new adherents with the keenness displayed by those who orginally founded the Odontological Society. I hope, in the account given of its origin and growth, and the references to the men who threw all their energies into the welfare of their profession, that you may have gained some inspiration and incentive to " go and do likewise." 
